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Wilts Coffee-house, September 9.

WE have been very much perplexed here this evening,
by two gentlemen who took upon them to talk as
loud as if it were expected from them to entertain the com-
pany. Their subject was eloquence and graceful action.
Lysander, who is something particular in his way of thinking
and speaking, told us, "a man could not be eloquent without
action: for the deportment of the body, the turn of the
eye, and an apt sound to every word that is uttered, must
all conspire to make an accomplished speaker. Action in
one that speaks in public, is the same thing which a good
mien is in ordinary life. Thus, as a certain insensibility in
the countenance recommends a sentence of humour and
jest, so it must be a very lively consciousness that gives
grace to great sentiments : For the jest is to be a thing un-
expected ; therefore your undesigning manner is a beauty in
expressions of mirth; but when you are to talk on a set
subject, the more you are moved yourself, the more you
will move others.

" There is," said he, " a remarkable example of that kind:
/Eschines, a famous orator of antiquity, had pleaded at
Athens in a great cause against Demosthenes; but having
lost it, retired to Rhodes. Eloquence was then the quality
most admired among men; and the magistrates of that
place having heard he had a copy of the speech of Demos-
t^enes, desired him to repeat both their pleadings. After
his own, he recited also the oration of his antagonist. The
people expressed their admiration of both, but more of that
of Demosthenes. ' If you are,' said he, 'thus touched with
hearing only what that great orator said, how would you
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